
 

                                  After School Arts Program - A.S.A.P.   
             50/50 For Kids! Campaign   

Apr 12 – May 5, 2021 
 
What’s it all about? 

- A unique program – free of charge - designed to provide opportunities for youth to participate in creative activities, 
meet other youth from around the region and enjoy a safe experience which inspires their creativity, provides 
mentorship opportunities with artists and instructors and encourages overall character enrichment and wellbeing.  
All activities are adhered to under the strict guidelines of the Manitoba Public Health Act to ensure ultimate safety. 
 

- A program to alleviate the negative effects of isolation experienced in the past year. ASAP inspires and encourages 
youth to connect, communicate and create. It provides a calm and comfortable setting where kids can drop in and 
observe, or choose to participate in visual arts, music, theatre, or dance with artists and instructors. This program 
will now be expanded to offer teenaged youth various experiences to enjoy – the goal is to have fun!   

 
-  A forum of creative stimulation encouraging youth to better express themselves and strengthen their skill sets. 

Occasionally, art and music therapists will be on site to help guide those who communicate more effectively through 
visual learning and emotional expression. It’s about building community through therapeutic arts.  

 
- A specific focus and commitment to providing youth who wish to develop their skills in their chosen arts medium 

with innovative and professional art programming. These include lessons, classes, workshops and mentorship with 
professional artists, musicians and teachers in our spacious and newly renovated studios.   

 
- Choose from a wide range of interests and genres such as: Visual Arts - painting, sketching, pottery; Culinary Arts; 

Performing Arts – dance, theatre, musical theatre; Music – guitar, piano, voice, music creation and song writing; 
Writing and comic book creation. New opportunities may include broadcasting, film production, music creation, 
graphic and media arts, along with Pilates, yoga, martial arts and Indigenous and cultural art/projects. 

 
When does it run? 

- After school from 4-6 pm, approximately 2-3 days a week, is proposed for the 2021-2022 season. 
 

Where will it run?  Who operates it?  
- The Steinbach Arts Council oversees professional programming staff to facilitate and instruct programs at the 

Steinbach Cultural Arts Centre, 304 Second Street, in spacious and newly renovated performing/visual arts studios.  
 

Who will participate? 
- Youth – grades 5-9; with plans to expand programming activities to include Grades 10-12.  

 
What will the funds be used for? 

- Hire professional artists, musicians, instructors and art and music therapists to teach and inspire young, creative 
minds to explore new experiences.   

- Purchase supplies required for programming such as instruments, paint and brushes, clay, computer programs, 
culinary supplies, and so on, to provide the tools required to succeed in this diverse programming. 

- Operational costs include administration to organize the programming and set up the space and equipment to meet 
the requirements for facilitation; costs for promotion/marketing and costs to transport youth who otherwise do not 
have access to this program. 

 
Other unique aspects and benefits of this project: 

- A Shuttle Bus! Our research confirms the challenge for attending a program after school is physical access and 
transportation. We plan to meet those needs and provide transportation to pick up kids from schools and bring them 
to the ASAP program, and home when necessary. 

- Having fun! With the addition of therapeutic arts, the effects of Covid isolation will be diminished, and allow youth to 
connect with others once again, encouraging them to communicate in new ways…and mostly, to have fun together! 

- Building confidence, social skills, self-esteem and leadership skills – these are the people you want in your schools, 
businesses, churches and participating in your community projects. 

- Creating a healthy community – strong, caring and innovative in physical, emotional and spiritual aspects. Statistics 
show a vast reduction in crime and addiction challenges when youth are engaged in these ways. 

- Accessible to everyone!   Provides opportunities at no charge, regardless of socioeconomic, or cultural status.   
- SAC offers a wonderful venue and infrastructure for creativity….and THIS is what we do BEST! 

 



 
WHY ART? 

 
Other Fun Facts – What do the Arts Do for the Quality of Life of our Youth…. 
 

- Therapeutic Arts – Whether youth are participating to strengthen their skill set in a particular medium, or observing as 
an ‘audience member’ the arts help to build community in many ways. These experiences bring youth together to express 
and enjoy themselves.  Experiential therapy also benefits the central nervous system.  It brings about calmness and a 
stronger sense of well being. 

- Higher Academic scores – Besides the improved academic scores, students are more likely to participate in a math, 
science fair or essay contest.  These youth are also three times more likely to be elected to a class office or leadership 
role.  There have been numerous studies that show how frequent art exposure can lead to higher academic test scores 
and grades. 

- Teaches Life Skills, Innovation & Values – Art encourages and values individuality and creativity and youth find art to 
be a safe venue to express their dreams and ideas.  Innovation and originality help them learn to form mental images to 
solve problems.  This is helpful for all occupations and professions.  Art really does develop valuable life and career skills 
that carry over into their education and throughout their lives.  

- Encourages acceptance and awareness - Art helps youth to think globally, which is essential in today's world.  In 
viewing, creating and performing art through a variety of mediums, they gain exposure to diverse cultures and viewpoints. 
This helps them accept differences in their peers and in different cultures.  In today's world such acceptance and 
awareness are invaluable traits that everyone can utilize throughout their lifetime. Indigenous Arts programming is new to 
ASAP this season. 

- Problem solving and critical thinking - Art projects also engage higher-level thinking, which promotes an increase in 
problem-solving skills.  Art projects force our youth to create action plans, (knowingly or unknowingly), to allocate their 
time, materials and individual skills to create and finalize their art masterpiece. Critical thinking is a high priority value and 
exercised through arts programs. 

- Easy to do – builds self esteem!   - Art does not have to be complex or difficult.  Youth love utilizing a variety of 
materials to create their projects.  These projects are an expression of the individual, their creativity and these 
masterpieces serve as lasting memories which bring value to their life and learning experiences. 

- Encourages individuality and teamwork – Art is designed to implement privately, or with others. Music groups, theatre 
teams and collaborative media projects are great examples of encouraging teamwork within a creative setting. It inspires 
youth to cheer on their peers and have fun! 

Campaign Contact: Cindi Rempel Patrick, crpatrick@steinbacharts.ca   204-346-1077/204-326-8571 
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     Creation & Innovation & Teamwork 

Art is a safe venue for youth to express their individuality, dreams and 
ideas.  Art is enjoyable and it is a fun way to engage children from all 
walks of life.  Youth of all ages can participate in ASAP and easy-to-do 
projects  - individually and as a team!  Collaboration is significant in 
creativity.  

   Cultural Acceptance 

Art helps children think globally.  Art exposure of diverse 
cultures and viewpoints helps children accept differences 
in their peers and in society.  

      Improves Student Achievement 

Student achievement improves when the arts are included in overall 
education.  Youth who receive art & music are four times more likely to 
be recognized for academic excellence. 

             Problem Solving 

Art projects force children to create action plans and 
achieve project goals.  Youth learn to utilize their time, 
materials and individual skills to create and finalize their 
art creation.    

  Requires Observation, Reflection & Implementation                           

The skills necessary for successful achievement are applied in art 
exposure.  Creating art requires youth to observe their subject matter, 
interpret art and reflect on how it connects with their life. Favorite 
memories will most often include some form of ART – music, video, 
shows, media or other creative forms! 
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